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Introduction:

Pape Area Concerned Citizens for Transit (PACCT) acts as a voice for our
community members and local businesses to share their concerns and questions
and to ensure that the Ontario Line construction and operation will result in net
positive outcomes for our neighbourhood. In the two years of operations, PACCT
has provided a variety of forums (surveys, in-person/online conversations, emails,
etc..) for individuals, families, and businesses to express their concerns regarding
the Ontario Line.

PACCT’s next steps are to solidify the positive outcomes outlined by our
neighbourhoods and to establish a guarantee by Metrolinx that this will be prioritized
in their upcoming planning process1. PACCT has called this working plan: “Building
Better Transit Neighbourhoods”, which would run parallel to the Ontario
government’s “Building Transit Faster Act”2, the federal government’s $26.8 billion
investment in GTA transit (including the contribution agreement that links Ontario
Line construction to strict environmental reviews)3, the federal government’s

3https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/largest-public-transit-investment-in-gta-history-will-create-j
obs-and-kickstart-the-economy-821826534.html

2 https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/55838/the-building-transit-faster-act

1 http://www.metrolinx.com/en/aboutus/sustainability/default.aspx



National Infrastructure Fund (which is linked to Toronto’s Ravine Strategy4)5 and the
City of Toronto’s VisionZero plan6.

Our “Building Better Transit Neighbourhoods” plan reinforces Metrolinx’s
Sustainability Strategy, which is to “provide an integrated transportation system that
contributes to a high quality-of-life, a strong, prosperous and competitive economy,
and a protected environment.7” As external stakeholders, PACCT is presenting
Metrolinx with key actions that our executive committee and our community
members created to ensure that Metrolinx keeps to its mandate. For example, Goal
5 of Metrolinx’s Sustainability Strategy states:

“Metrolinx has both a responsibility and an opportunity to leverage our significant
investment in the GTHA to create a lasting legacy for our communities through
programs that focus on key areas such as employment and training, mental health,
and local economic development...As the GTHA’s leading developer and operator
transportation infrastructure, we will engage communities affected by the operation
of our services and our construction of expanded or new infrastructure.”

7 http://www.metrolinx.com/en/aboutus/sustainability/Sustainability_Strategy_2015-2020_EN.pdf

6https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/streets-parking-transportation/road-safety/vision-zero/visi
on-zero-plan-overview/

5 https://www.budget.gc.ca/2021/report-rapport/p2-en.html

4https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accountability-operations-customer-service/long-term-vision
-plans-and-strategies/ravine-strategy/



PACCT has taken the above mandates, the three levels of government strategies,
and feedback from the community to outlined our requests under four pillars:

1. Positive Quality of Life Outcomes - The combination of DVP noise, new transit
noise, and everyday traffic noise crossing the Millwood Bridge is problematic. In
order to mitigate further noise for residents along Hopedale and Minton Place,
homeowners should be offered a variety of solutions to reduce these sources that will
impact their quality of life indoors and outside of their homes.

● A fully covered Don Valley bridge to eliminate train noise and vibrations
● an ecological barrier and/or sound barrier on the south side of the Don Valley

(north side of Hopedale Ave.) to reduce train and DVP noise
● Build under the valley and river, no bridge needed
● Present data about train noise and vibration from comparable

projects.Comparable projects to include: Metro North, Sydney Australia,
Honolulu Rail Transit, Hawaii, Elizabeth Line, London, UK. Edmonton LRT,
Edmonton AB, and Broadway Subway, Vancouver, BC 8

2. Working With Our Neighbourhoods - Residents on Minton Place, Hopedale,
and Pape will be directly impacted by the significant amplification of construction
while occurring directly below them. This will make it very challenging to continue
with regular day-to-day activities or exist with any normalcy given the disruption to
their lives.   The following is a list of requests by our constituents:

● Provide a layout of the total construction footprint, including construction access
for Minton Place/Hopedale/Pape/Stanhope

● Get a written "agreement" re: expropriating cap on 4 house
● Provide a property appraisal to residents with concerns over a potential property

value decrease, and potential limitations around their ability to sell during
construction (Re: flag on their property title)

● Independent third party to pre-inspect all homes in transit corridor for foundation
or structural damage

● Communicate to area residents, well in advance (6 months), of any new
changes to the construction area

● Residents who are impacted by tunnelling directly below them should be
offered to be put up in a hotel for the duration of the construction



● Residents of Minton Place (end of the street) should be offered the same while
there is an increased level of activity in the area where it impinges their ability to
move freely in and out of the area.

● Establish a community satellite office trailer on site (roving as construction
moves) to deal specifically with community concerns. Staffed 6 days a
week. 7 am - 7 pm (M-F) 9 - 5 am (Saturday)

● Ensuring construction stops at 7 pm Monday-Saturday
● Free parking along Pape during construction. The scope of this

construction will have an impact on local residents’ ability to use the street
for parking due to construction equipment, movement of trucks and
vehicles in and out of the area.

● Increase street cleaning to once per month during the construction project to
offset continual construction dust and debris to residential streets

● No contractor or employee parking on neighborhood streets in order to prioritize
resident parking needs.

8 https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/worlds-top-5-rail-projects-mark-daniel/

3. Community Safety - The safety of the people that live, work, play and pass
through our neighbourhood is paramount. Proper traffic mitigation, signage and
safety measures are much-needed to ensure safety at all times.

● Safety concerns about the stability of the Don Valley hillside in and around the
Portal exit ( i.e., Brentcliff soil movement/collapse in October 20209). A portal
profile picture is required to show the distance to the DVP and how mitigation
will be done

● Implement speed control measures, proper traffic signage, and other traffic
mitigation solutions during construction such as install speed bumps (temporary



or permanent) on Hopedale, Stanhope, Minton & Pepler. Designate north/south
Broadview or Donlands for detours.

● Privacy boarding around the project perimeter will block construction material
and staging areas and create safety for our community. Use graphics on the
hoarding with a positive, neighborhood-centric messaging such as: "Bringing
Transit Friendly Solutions to Proud East Yorkers", or "We love East York".

4. Community Legacy Projects - Transit projects take years to plan and build, they
serve generations to come once they are operational. The Don Valley and
periphery is a major green space in Toronto. Crowthers Woods is designated as an
ENVIRONMENTALLY SIGNIFICANT AREA by conservation authorities. Our
community desires lasting legacy outcomes that will revitalize the area and will
continue to have a positive effect on future residents and visitors.

● Replant 2 native species trees in and around Minton Place and Crowthers
Woods for every mature tree removed while building the bridge. In an area
that is inundated with traffic and construction, The building of this bridge will
have a huge impact on our green space. Metrolinx’s responsibility is to ensure
that they repair the harm done, by replacing every tree and the vegetation
destroyed by their construction. · This would be the smallest of tokens, given
that the natural habitats of flora and fauna will be demolished, and in all
likelihood, many plant life and the lives of animals will also be taken.

● Having our neighbours involved with the complete planning process for the
Hopedale-Minton park space. Current suggestions state a lookout and a native
plant garden would be the preferred design.

● Beautify Pape Avenue with trees. Erect a plaque for the lookout at the park:
"Minton Lookout". Has unofficially been called this for decades by the
community.

● Create a much-needed pedestrian sidewalk and bike lanes along Millwood from
the north end of the Leaside Bridge to Redpath St.

CONCLUSION

PACCT looks forward to working closely with Metrolinx to bring our list of requests to
fruition and continue the community consultation that has been so carefully planned
and agreed upon.



We ask for your response to each of our requests by July 23, 2021.

9https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/10/21/hillside-collapse-at-eglington-crosstown-lrt-c
onstruction-site-leaves-neighbours-worried-about-their-homes.html

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/10/21/hillside-collapse-at-eglington-crosstown-lrt-construction-site-leaves-neighbours-worried-about-their-homes.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/10/21/hillside-collapse-at-eglington-crosstown-lrt-construction-site-leaves-neighbours-worried-about-their-homes.html

